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burn, be appointed Secretary, and to liim 
all letters on the subject are to be ad- 
dressed. 

Resolved, That the Chairman and Se- 
cretary, together with Robert Tenuent, 
Robert M'Dowel!, William Tucker, and 
James Munfuad, be a standing Commitee 
to conduct the business of the Petitions, 
till they shall be finally presented to Par- 
liament. 

Resolved, That as unavoidable ex- 
penses will be incurred in the prosecution 
of this business, a subscription be imme- 
diately opened, to defray the charges at- 
tendant on the Petitions, and that Robert 
Tennent act as Treasurer. 

Resolved, That as soon as the Petitions 
shall have been signed, they, with any 
others of a similar nature, and which the 
subscribers shall wisli to have transmitted 
with them, be offered for presentation to 
the House of Lords by the Duke of Sus- 
sex, or the Earl of Donoughmore, and to 
the House of Commons by Sir Henry 
Parnell, 

William Drennan, Chairman. 



Tt the Sight Honourable the Haute of Lords, 
or to the Hortour<ihle the House of Commons? 
(as the ca*e may he,} 

The Petition of the undersigned Protes- 
tants and Catholics of Ireland, the 
Friends of Civil and Religious Liberty, 
and of Internal Peace and Concord, 
Resfect fulls Sheweth, 

That Petitioners have long lamented the 
distracted state of this country, in which 
a Faction, calling themselves Orangemen, 
bound together by a secret, and as peti- 
tioners conceive, an illegal oath, have dis- 
turbed the peace by their riotous and tu- 
multuous proceedings. Tbey arrogate 
large claims for loyalty, of which they 
boast exclusive possession, but their con- 
duct proves that many only make a shew 



* A Petition from each place, to the 
House of Lords, and another to the 
House of Commons, with the appropri- 
ate heading to each, will be necessary. 
The Petition, when adopted, either with, 
or without alterations, ought . to be en- 
grossed on a large skin of parchment, and 
eoltimns ruled for signatures, both at the 
foot and on the back of the petition, with 
subdivisions for the names, occupations, and 
residence of the subscribers. 



of it for interested purposes. To :be tru- 
ly loyal, is to be strictly obedient to the 
laws. 

That their processions, decked with 
party insignia, and sometimes with mili- 
tary arms, on certain stated anniversaries, 
produce much irritation iu the minds of 
those against whom the insulting show is 
chiefly directed ; and more especially as 
they carefully exclude all Catholics from 
their Lodges : that these processions haye 
a powerful effect in keeping up a spirit of 
animosity among neighbours, and perpe- 
tuating an organized system of hostility 
towards all who will not join with them ; 
that they not only in their direct conse- 
quences have led to tumults, riots, and mur- 
ders, on their parts, but also by their rais- 
ing a spirit of opposition to their proceed- 
ings, other antagonist societies have arisen, 
by which the peace of the country is 
farther endangered : and thus, such irri- 
tating proceedings appear not remotely to 
portend the horrors of civil war, unless 
timely exertions are used to repress the 
meetings and processions of Orangemen. 

That Petitioners conceive the laws al- 
ready in force are fully sufficient for the 
purpose of suppressing all illegal associa- 
tions ; as there are already enactments a- 
gainst taking secret oaths, and appearing 
with the badges of a party, under which 
many of the peasantry are annually cou- 
victed, while Orangemen, because pro- 
tected by persons in higher ranks of life, 
are permitted openly to act in a manner 
which in other cases of not greater enor- 
mity, would bring down the severe chas- 
tisement of the law on the less favoured 
and unprotected classes of the commu- 
nity. 

That your Petitioners, emboldened by 
the discussions which took place in Par- 
liament, near the close of last session, on 
the illegality of establishing Orange Soci- 
eties iu England, beg leave, in the most 
fervent and earnest manner, to entreat 
that Ireland may be equally placed with 
Great Britain, on a similar footing of se- 
curity, iu regard to the impartial admin- 
istration ol the laws, by the suppression 
of all illegal associations ; and that your 
Petitioners may be secured in the possession 
of their lives and properties, which are 
evidently endangered while the proceed- 
ings of Orangemen are connived at, either 
by the executive government or its inferi- 
or oiliccrs. 

In their present anxiety of mind, Peti- 
tioners utterly disclaim any appellation 
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•f pnStieit party, and recognizing only 
the primary relations of life, call with 
loud and urgent voice, as Fathers of fami- 
lies, as Husbands, Sons, and Brothers, up- 
on Parliament, imploring its immediate 
and effectual interposition for the salva- 
tion of the people, every day endangered 
by the repetition 01 such monstrous out- 
rages as in many instances have made a 
civilised country more dangerous than 
the Woods and Savannahs of the American 
savages. They call upon the constituted 
authorities of the Empire to maintain 
peace and good order in the land ; and 
invoke the sacred responsibility of legis- 
lation to avert from this wretched and 
long-suffering land, the calamities with 
which it is threatened ; and to take timely 
measures of guarding the state, and secur- 
ing the supreme authority from such dan- 
gerous associations as make allegiance con- 
ditional, and in their oath of engagement 
to each other, anticipate rebellion. 

Copies of the Petition and Resolutions 
have been forwarded on behalf of the 
committee to the Duke of Sussex, and Sir 
Henry Parnell. They both express the 
strong interest they take in the subject, 
and recommend that they should be fur- 
nished with well authenticated facts to be 
afterwards substantiated in evidence, a 
line of proceeding which the committee 
had previously resolved to pursue. The 
letter from the Duke of Sussex is especial- 
ly deserving of attention. It discovers that 
he possesses a highly patriotic, benevo- 
lent, and enlightened mind, as may be 
evinced by the following extract. 

" The Duke of Sussex feels most happy 
and grateful that Mr. Hancock, and those 
gentlemen with whom he acts in this great 
and virtuous cause, should so far approve 
of his conduct as to entrust their applica- 
tion to Parliament to his care. Among 
the objects of public solicitude towards 
which the Duke of Sussex has turned his 
particular attention, no class appears to 
him of greater magnitude thau those 
dangers which seem likely to arise, and 
•f course threaten the tranquillity of his 



country from numerous political misun- 
derstandings and individual mistatemenrs : 
to assist in arresting these, and to ensure 
the prosperity, as well as to secure the 
confidence of the Irish, he considers as 
one of his most important duties, and 
therefore of a nature to be dearest to, and 
consequently, ever uppermost in his heart." 
ftir Henry Parnell, in his answer, 
makes the fallowing .observations. " To 
every sentence of the Petition I entirely a- 
gresj : and I trust an application which 
speaks so much truth with so great mo- 
deration will be duly attended to. The 
credit will be wholly yours in forcing the 
state of your country upon attention, 
without which this monstrous evil, like 
many others, would be suffered to exist, 
and daily grow in strength." 

To show in what manner the Orange 
processions appear to a liberal Englishman 
undebasedbythe venom of party spirit, and 
who has not become callous or indifferent, 
by the frequent beholding «f such sights, 
the following paragraph from the Morn- 
ing Chronicle may be taken as a speci- 
men. 

" A gentleman who has lately returned 
from a tour through Ireland, states, that 
in passing through one of the streets in 
Coleraia, he observed an Orange GailanS, 
which an Orangeman, who lived in one 
corner house, had caused to be suspended 
by a string affixed to another in which x 
Catholic resided, and under which insig- 
nia of reproach the poor unfortunate Ca- 
tholics were obliged to pass, on their way 
to mass! In a small town, a few miles 
from Colerain, the attention of the same 
traveller was also arrested, by the display, 
from the window of a house in which aa 
Orange Club was held, of a large flag, on 
which was represented a frightful and dis- 
gusting effigy, of a mangled Catholic, trodden 
under the foot of King William J Can we 
then wonder at the excesses among the 
lower classes in Ireland, when they are 
suffered to be persecuted with such insult- 
ing provocations as these, without any in- 
terference on the part of Government ?" 
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N the 10th of August, the Ar- Russian General in Chief, in a very 
irmiice was denounced by the polite note to the Major General of 



